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Dear Dr. Jackman, 


Our Year began wi with the Annual Congregational meéting which was held the 
first week in January. At this meeting the new church officers were elected. 
Officers of the church gave their report. The pastor in hie report to the 
congregation specified the need of cooperation of the DAL SHES and the officers 
of the church to encourage the children in the Young People's program of the 
year. From January on effort was made to promote 38 _larger program. 
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Our next great day was the World's Day of panyers The Missionary Society was 
asked to conduct this important service. We’ combined with the other churches 
of the community. There was a very good attendance in the service, 


The Passion Week is always a blessing to all. We made evry effort to bring to 
‘the people of the community the Message of the Cross. We held a Palm Sunday 
service, the Good Friday Service was held in our church. Again the-~local churches 
combined. The pastors of the different churches shared in giving the message to 
the people on that days Both the Adult Choir and the Junior Choir took part in 
the programe Here I may mention that our Choir went to visit the Juneau Memorial 
church on Palm Sunday. We experienced a warm fellowship together. 


Mother's Day was observed in our church. The attendance was good, All mothers 
that were in attendance were honored with wreaths and well wishes. The important 
thing in this service was the message degling with the duties of a Mother. 


The Memorial Day Service was held as usual honoring those whom had labored in 
the cause of Christ and those who gave their lives for the cause of their Country. 


Our annual Sunday School picnic was held the last week in Maye There were eighty 
children and teachers out to the picnic ground on that day. We are planning to 
make this one of the biggest annual events. 


We sent a delegation to the Rainbow Glacier Camp from our Junior High Groupe One 
week before they left for the camp they conducted a service in our church at which 
time we instructed them. It is heart warming to see our children doing the will of 
God. We are doing everything we can to get them interested in the work of the church 
Throughout the year they had raised money offand on and as a result they had a fund 
and out of thet fund we used money for two scholorships to the camp. The church 
paid for the third one and the parents paid for the other delegates. 


We held the Vacation Bible School from June 29th. with a pretty fair attendance 
but it is not what we would ‘like to have. We will plan for an earlier date for ths 
coming yeare It is difficult for the children to come to VBS when their parents 
are doing the summer work in the crab cannery, 
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We have had two teachers from the outside, They were very good teachers. We 
enjoyed havaéng them. The children liked them very much, 


Daring the month of August Evelyn and I had our vacation right around Hoonah. 
We returned to our feild the first week in September. The children returning ~ 
to school always begings the community activities. Our people come back to 
put their children in school, of course some come back late. 


Our church activities do not begin properly until perhaps the middle of October. 
However we find that some of our people are still out of town. They will be all 
back in another week. This always hinders our work but there is nothing we can do 
about ite 


Plans are now under way for the remaining two months of the year. We held a 
Congregational mesting last Sunday evening after the evening service. At which 
time we discussed our budget for the coming year. Plans are now underway for 
Every Member Canvass. Repeated efforts have been made by the pastor to impress 
upon the minds of the congregation the importance on church finance. As Sea Faring 
folks our people still depend on fishing. They have put all their earnings in 
their boats and fishing gear, that is what little they are able to earn, this 
means they are stuck with theee boats on their hands for the time being. From 
all indications they were not able to earn much money during the past fishing 
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We are looking to the One who provides all things. Some of our people are begin-= 
hing to understand what it means to give to the cause of Christ. 


We will do all we can to promote God's kingdom in this part of the world for 
which God has chosen use 


Respectfully submitted, 


cc to2z 
Brian Cleworth 
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The story of the Hydaburg Church and the Hydaburg Community 
is so closely bound together that it can best be told through the 
lives of the people living here. 


In a year's period of time the young people of the Community 
change the most. In our regular group of children Louise and Gary 
are quite typical. They started last year as the older members 
of our Junior Group, and now are the leaders in our Junior Hi 
Fellowship. Along with their physical growth, we have seen them 
become dependable and interested helpers. When some task is to 
be done, they can be counted upon. Though their minds are usually 
upon the lighter side of events, they have their serious moments, 
too. We are hoping that they will become the nucleus of our 
Communicant's class for next month. When we see the progress they 
have made, we feel that all of our efforts with the Church School 
and the week-day group have been worthwhile. 


But of course, we do not work alone in our Church School. 
Our staff of five teachers can be both disappointing, and at the 
same time, an inspiration to work with. Through bi-weekly meetings 
of our teachers we have learned of their frustrations and problems 
as well as their vision. Two of our most regular teachers, Rose 
and Frieda, have given many years of service to the work of the 
Church School. Many times they grow to feel that the work is 
Imeless and thankless. But we try to encourage them to remember 
the importance of the young lives they are training. In Frieda 
and Rose we see the fruits of the past years of the Presbyterian 
work in Alaska. Frieda was raised by the Rev. Sam Davis, a Native 
lay-worker in Hydaburg for several years. She is one of the most 
consciencious workers we have, and often speaks of her memories of 
Grandfather Davis. Rose, as a child, spent several years at Haines 
House, and went on to graduate from the Sheldon Jackson High School. 
Her years in these Presbyterian Institutions have laid good 
foundations for her present usefulness in the work of the Church. 
In these present teachers, in whose lives we see the fruits of past 
years of labor, we take new hope in our present work that in future 
years there may be others who will take up the burden of responsi- 
bility toward the Church. 


Frieda also is president of our Women's Association. Though 
her vision of that work is limited, she is energetic and concerned 
4n all that she undertakes to do. One of their needs in that work 
has been that of proper program planning. We have encouraged them 
to have definite programs for each months meeting; and the result 
has been to conduct the meetings in a better way with a growing 
interest in the part of everyone. It requires constant effort to 
keep prodding them in these plans. An important part of the women's 
program has been to conduct the Evening Worship Service one Sunday 
night each month. This has been a good challenge to their resource- 
fulness and leadership. Almost all of the women of the Association 
participate some time throughout the year. 
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Powell Charles is our Clerk of Session, and is a most depend- 
able leader in the work of the Church. Our election in January of 
two new elders from among the younger men has brought some new 
strength to the Session and a new outlook to the Congregation. It 
is an easy matter in a closed community of this type to always look 
to the same old men for the vital leadership of the Church. This 
new election has helped to change that old thinking. There has even 
come recently the suggestion that next year a woman ought to be 
elected to the Session. A couple of years ago such action would 
have been un-thought-of in this particular Church. And there are 
women here who would be quite worthy and capable of the task. 


Through the past year the Session and the Deacons have shared 
together the Church!s program of leadership training. We had 
several sessions together with good results for the most part. 
There were several times in which they confessed that they didn't 
understand what it was all about. But at other times the dis- 
cussion that followed revealed a searching of mind and heart, 
wherein they were striving to understand their place in the life 
of the Church. 


Though Powell is one of the most loyal men of our Church, his 
family has been a constant source of heartache to himself, to the 
Community and the Church. Each of his seven sons have become 
alcoholics. In the year prior to our arrival one was drowned in 
a drunken accident. Another, feeling responsible for the affair, 
shot and killed himself in the day of the funeral. In this past 
January the next to youngest son, Melvin, was elected to the Board 
of Deacons. Melvin, too, had been an alcoholic, but for seven yeas 
had not touched any kind of drink. His election to this office must 
have been a joy to his Father, and a real challenge to Melvin. He 
has been most helpful in the work of theDHacons. He was willing 
to take ten days out of April to take the Hydaburg, Craig, and 
Klawock delegation to Presbytery at Petersburg aboard his fishing boat, 
the Violet F. All of this has a ring of triumph to it. And yet at 
the end of this Summer's fishing Season, Melvin had a bout with 
drinking... the first time in eight years. He has come through, 
though, in good shape, and seems to be on the right path again. 

He has expressed his remorse and shame, and has been back in the 
Church work againe This is just one of many such incidents that 
happens in Hydaburg every year in the matter of alcoholism But 
the creater tragedy is that most of the cases do not end on the 
same note of hope. We feel that the Church has been a great source 
of strength to Melvin in this struggle. 


One of our seven funerals this year brought to the community 
attention the very positive side of the Christian witness at such 
a time. Mrse Samuel Davis passed away in January. She was the 
wife of the Rev. Samuel Davis mentioned above, and was one of the 
last residents of the old school of Haidas. Her age was given at 
93-6 Berordher death she had requested that there be no weeping 
at her funeral, but that the neighbors and friends gather around 
the piano and sing the old Hymns of the Church. Here is the true 
spirit of the Christian witness in the matter of death, a lesson 
that Mrs. Davis had learned from the Saints of the past. These 
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Saints were men and women she had known as friends and leaders 
in the Christian Church, and more especially in the Presbyterian 
Church as it has given witédss in these villages over the years. 


The growth of the Church numerically has been static through 
this yeare In fact we have slipped backward slightly in numbers, 
which is true of the Community picture in general. Unless some 
new growth appears in the Salmon industry, it would appear as 
though Hydaburg eventually will be merely a name remembered in 
the History of the Haidas. The attendance at Church affairs 
has remained good. The relationship between Pastor and people 
has been a growing picture. This year's preaching Mission brought 
to our attention the growing feeline of the people toward their 
Pastor. As we visited in the homes, it was a joy to feel their 
warmth of welcome. It has been a good year. Though we are keenly 
aware of many tasksg undone, we feel that we have made steps faward. 
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In regard to the population, it has slightly increased in the past year. 
However, the added increase has not bettered the community or improved the economy 
in any respect, ‘these are largely families who cannot get along in the cities, or 
who simply prefer the easy life in the village. The increase has been particularly 
apparent in the school registration. Last year the school registration was around 
5D; and this year it ts between 60-65, That is almost double, and it is not & true 
picture of the totel population increase, The population still remains 100% native. 


One of the outstanding problems of Klawock and Craig is the lack of law 
enforcement, The only appreciable type of law enforcement is what they provide for 
themselves. This has been very poor in the past year, as usual, 


The general attitude of the people is one of apathy. Many of the people are 
alcoholics which contributes very largely to this feeling, As a result, there is 
no ambition or desire to to improve the community or church in any way. In addition, 
the coumunity is split into so many factions that it is hard for them to get 
together to get anything done. So, this disorganization end indifference is felt 
not only in the church, but in all areas of the public life, Jt is felt in other 
churches, the city council, and in general public responsibilities. 


ECONOMIC ASPECT. 


For many of the people, fishing this year was better than it was in the past 
few years. That is, those who fished inside found that fishing was better this 
year than those who fished outside in the bigger boats. But, there ais also more 
poverty this year. In both Craig and Klawock, the people are generally out of money 
faster this year than in the last few years. I don't know what the explanation is, 
Bither the ca nneries have taken most of it out in payment for the boats, or else 
they have all spent it faster than before. 


As a result of this poverty, there is a general plea for welfare aid from the 
two towns. The response has been that $75,000.00 has been allocated for constructing 
a new bridge to replace the one that is et the entrance to Klawock from Craig. ‘This 
will be begun in a month or so, and will provide work for many of the people for 
awhile at least, 


In regard to new industry, there is no provision for any in Klawock with one 
exception. They have earnestly sought to find if there is really any good prospects 
for oil wells there. © ne of the local men has "discovered" oil in the region, and 
has spent a lot of money in bringing in experts and reliable people to investigate AG 2 
An oil company has now dug some test holes, but the results won't be known for awhile. 


The cannery in Klewock which is a co-operative, and is run in conjunction with 
the Hydaburg cannery, hasn't canned any fish now for two years, This has contributed 
largely to the depletion of the economy in Klawock. The prospects don't look good 
for the year coming up unless they can find a new manager ‘to handle it for them, 
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RELIGIOUS ASPECT 


Probably the largest single factor in the life of the Klawock church in the 
last year is thet they have not become resigned to the fact that they will not have 
a minister of their om, Two of our elders and their families have defected to the 
Pentecostal Church largely because they feel that the Pentecostal Church has not 
let_them down, and has provided a resident ministry for them, In addition, they 
have responded to the emotional approach of that church. (It has been explained to 
them that just "a nyone" can't be a minister in the Presbyterian Church as they can 
in the Pentecostal Church, and so we feel the shortage of ministers.) This has 
caused havoc over the problem of the worship service each Sunday, This should have 
been a minor decision, but it was magnified by the fact that they had no resident 
minister of their own, and thought that they should have. As there are very few 
people who are responsible in the community, so there are very few in the Church, 

I have had special training sessions with the Sunday School teachers each week, and 
still they come to Sunday School late or don't come at all. And these are some of 
the most responsible people in the Church, (And when I say late, I don't mean five 
minutes late, but a half or three-quarters of en hour late) I called a meeting of 
the Session for last week, and one of my most reliable elders didn't come because 
he was washing. As a result, it becomes impossible to carry on an effective 
church program, ‘ 


There are 91 members on the roll of the church, We are just now getting around 
to cleaning it up a little. There are about 55 who live out of town. Still, our 
average attendance at worship is 10-15, and that is givBing them every benefit of the 
doubt. 


The bright spots in the church program is that we must attempt to rejuvenate the 
young adults. Already there is some sign of life among them. There are several 
who attend church regularly. There are some who are teaching Sunday School, They 
are good teachers if we can only get them trained and inspired to do a good job. 
During the October meetings, we had one night for the young adults, and they attended 
it very well. 


In regard to the other churches in Klawock, they are not making extensive 
progress either. The Salvation Army Halllburned down several months ago, and they 
ised our church, But their attendance was extremely small, in fact down to nothing. 
The envoy who was stationed there has moved, a nd they plan to replace him with another 
man in a ddition to building a brand new Hall, ‘The Pentecostals are now making some 
headway in the building of their church, but even at thet it is small. Fortunately, 
there are no Presbyterians helping them, They have a couple in Klawock, and a nother 
couple in Oraig beside on of their native pastors, and these people are doing most of 
the work, ‘There is little being done by the local people. They have succeeded in 
regaining the attention of those that they flirt with each year, but the number that 
they attract has diminished extremely. They do hold a regular Sunday School which is 
a big attraction, but they have not attracted the adults in a similar way. 
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The first month of the year was about as discouraging as anything I fave 
Sv_er gone through. To begin with at the Congregational meeting, only 
twelve members came to attend to the business of the Church. And such a 
meeting I never experianced before. When I presented the program there was 
never a motion for or against anything. We were in that meeting over two 
hours, Finally there was one elder that made a few motions and we passed 
the needed reports and adopted the program for 1958. 

The Church attendance was very poor, but it seems that Sunday is a day to 
sleep during the winter. 


February was a little better about the attendance. I went to the woods with 
the men and cut wood for them with my power saw, then helped bring it down 
to the village on the Yukon sleds. By so doing a number of the men began to 
come to services and continued till fishing season. 


With the arrival of March we had the big snow of the winter, near four feet 

on the ground when it stopped. I shov’eled snow till I was black in thezik 
face, and when I got a path out to see the village, I could see no one. 

Ev_ery one was sleeping till the snow melted, but in a few days the smoke 
began to roll from the chimneys and men began to walk around on top of the 
Snow with snowshoes. They looked at my paths and said, "You need snow-shees". 
I learned my lesson about shoveling snow and the value of "Snow-shoes. 

We got the Choir going and began preparing the Easter music. This was very 
pleasing to ther, folks and a number came for practice. The sun soon began to 
settle the snow and the last part of March Dick Hotch and I went to Juneau 
to get his boat. He had stored it in the boat-harbor for the winter as we 

did not have any winter protection here at Haines. However, we do have a small 
harbor now, it was made last summer. 


April seemed to bring new life to every one. The Easter program wea gratifyir. 
Midweek Communion was well attended. Presbytery at Petersburg wes one of mary 
events. Haines to Junesu was fine. JUneau to Taku Harbor was really bad go- 
ing. We were in the Harbor 14 hours. We could see the great waves passing 
the mouth of the Harbor, but not a bit of disturbance inside. Every one rest- 
ed from the tossing we had on the way. The experiance reminded us of the 
security we have in Ghrist, anchored in the Celm of His marvelous Love. 

We arrived at Petersburg near midnight to find a group of folks waiting for 
us, keeping a big Mid-night Dinner hot and ready for a hungry ship-load of 
people. What a gay Dinner I have not attended for years. Presbytery was a 
real joy. Henry Hartmann, Moderator, steered us through speedély and with 
efficiency so that we adjourned according to the docket time and we were off 
for HOME, happy and well fed, and refreshed in spirit to see the fellows 
again. On the way back after the call at Juneau, wepulled out of the Harbor 
about two knots and the water pump went out on the motor. We had just passed 
the Coast Guard Cutter as we came out and they had not tied up at the Harbor 
before we had them coming back to towe us in for repairs. It was late and 


June saw the village melt away to 9 children and 14 adults, too small and 

to old to be of any use at the fishing village. We followed them with services 
at the Cannery and the Sunday papers. The Seminar visit was the Hi-light of 
the month for us. 


The Cannery work responded about 50% of what I expected. All the boys 10 
years and over, work on the boats with their f athers. Saturday and Sunday 
are days to repair the nets and stouk up for the weeks fishing at sea, 
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August had very little to speak of, other than the arrivel of a new teacher 
and her family. Then the children came in for the opening of school and 

the village showed life again . The prospect drilling through August and 
September opened more deposits of the rich iron ore in the old river bed. 
There is not much "Talk" around the village, but hopes are running high, that 
the mining work will open up soon and give every one work, for the Bishing 
did not pay expenses for a lob of the fishermen. This winter does not look 
too good for them, unless some work opens early next year. There seems to 

be no limit to the amount of ore under and around the village. It is the 
oppinion of most of the folks that they will have to leave the present village — 
sight and move to another. In one way, this would be a good thing. better 
Sanitation could be established with the building of another village. And 
better houses would make it much better for living thpough the winter. 


October 10th closed the fishing season, but most of the boats were in before 
the time set, for they had taken no fish for several days. Every one was 
back in the village the second week and began preparing for winter, cutting 
wood and hauling it in. We do not expect a freeze-up till about Thanksgiving 
time, but we have had some sow and rain and a lot of wind. 


Now to sum up the year. From the discouraging start we have made some progress 
and the Lord has shown us He is still interested in His people. Shortly before 
Christmas, 1957, Granny Klenny became vlerry i11 and her daughter came to 
Klukwen and took her to Haines where she could take care of her. She was 
living alone. I went to Haines to see her and met her son on the street. He 
informed me that the Doctor said his mother couldn't live but a short time. 

He said he was going to stay in Haines till it was over and then bring her 

to Klukwan for the buryvial. Well, I went to see her. She was so ill, but 
when I spoke to her she looked up and smiled. I talked to her a little and 
said, Granny,. you will just have to stop that caughing, or you will not be 
able to go berry picking with us next summers In her weak voice she seid, 

"Tf the Lord spares me,... I'd like to go again." I said, Shall we ask 
Him?” She answered "Yes". I went to my knees and prayed a very short prayer 
and told the Lord we would eres the reauest for her into his hands for tlk 
thing that would bring glory to Him. When we had Communion in January, who 
walked into the Church at Klukwan but Grenny Klenny!!! She went to pick 
berries with us last summer too. She enjoyed it sé much. 


The Lerd does not leave us without encouragement from time to time. But I 

suppose these trials of our faith are needful, at any rateI'm always happy 
to see a responée to our efforts. There seems to be a better effort on the 
part of the folks as they return from the fishing failure this year. They 

have been showing more interest in the church all ready and Il hope it im- 

proves even more. 


It is 2 marvelous wey these people throw of{f what we would call a failure, 
and we would have worries and sleepless nights, but these people go down 
the street, head up, and black hair shining, not a care in the worldi!! 
I marvel at their out-look on life. The older folks of the village are 
real saints, and love the Lord. But the younger folks are confused about 
our way of life, the "rush-rush" of abundant life, autogs, electric gadgets, 
and Sunday picture show¢gs. There isn't much time for Church life with them. 

With all their faults, I love them still. 

And I know the Dear Lord loves them more, 

for He gave His Son to redeem them, of this 

I will continue to remind them. 


In His Precious Love for us all. 


Elmer E. Parker. 
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Another your in the history of the church at Palmer and the second year of my 
ministry to 


to be able to write of unusual events and experiences, But, realistically, this 
must be recognized as a field which in many ways approximates the average, small, 
rural community life of America, with church life viewed correspondingly. 


The United Protestant “hurch has been in existence for a little over 20 years 
now. It has developed, as has the community, fran a small, struggling existence, 
highly dependent on outside help, to an almost self-sufficient status, Instead of 
the few dozdn that formed the nucleus of the congregation on origin, it has grown 
to a membership of 200. 


The history of the church includes an effort to determine its igre dire 
to the Presbyterian Church in terms of government, leadership and materials, +his 
January, at the annual congregational meeting, the members of the governing Church 
Council brought the issue before the membership since both the officers and 
ministers of the church over a number of years mmm had recognized increasing 
difficulty in administering the church under its present organization and 
constitution, and had realized that the "United Protestant" emphasis was no 
longer applicable in a community that now had close to ten Protestant churches 
instead of one, A number were opposed to any change to make thé Church fully 
Presbyterian, same from the sake of sentiment, undoubtedly, and a few out of a 
genuine belief that the "united " emphasis was more attractive to new residents 
and more desirable to their own convictions, Although a majority actually voted 
in favor o. making the church fully Presbyterian in government, it failed to 
obtain the necessary two-thirds majority and was lost for the present, 
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outstanding experience, one that will not be eas orgotten,. ues 

Yukon Presbytery to be’ their preach: “missioner for the occasion The left an 
February fora ten-day preaching mission on St. Lawrence Island at the 
two communities of Gambell and Savoonga, Even after four years of residing in 
Alaska and with some idea of what to expect, the experience was like being in 

another world, Visiting every home in Savoonga and many in Gambell, preaching 

through an interpreter, watching the Eskimo men fish for crab through the ice, 
standing at the edge of ice-walled open water for hours watching for seal, 


taking an unforgeteble dog-team ride over the only remaining dogesled mail run 
remaining between the two communities, gave one not only an insight into the 


life and thought of the Eskimo people but a new appreciation of the work of the 
isolated missionary. 


The preaching mission was not simply an interesting trip. It was more an 
occasion in which the Word of God was shared with people hungry for fellowship 
and understanding of God's Word, Efforts were made to reach both any unsaved of 
the villages and those who needed a rededication and re-cleansing of their lives, 
The overt response at both villazes, expecially Savoonga and the remakts of 
appreciation for Yukon Presbytery’ sending someone to share God's message with 
them indicated that the missionwas worth-while for the Island churches, For 
some of the Eskimo people, it was the first time that a violin had been seen and 
heard, Holding it tightly between one's knees over a bouncing fifty miles of 
dogesledding prowed worthwhile, judging from the interest of the people in the 
violin, The preaching missioner even participated in a "jam session" with the \ 
Eskimo unit of the National Guard at Savoonga one night, discovering, to his 
Chagrin, that Patrick, the capable Eskimo accordionist, knew more hymns fron 
memory than he did, er” Arn atten herman 
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his church has gone by, In terms of an annual report, one would like 
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Following the St. Lawrence Island trip, a major event awaited the United 
Protestant Church; the entertaining of Yukon Presbytery for its annual Spring 
meeting including the presence of the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, USA, 
Dr. Paul Martin, His gracious manner and humble contribution was one of many 
rewarding experiences during the days of “pring Presbytery, As usual, the women 
of the church received much appreciation for their fine hospitality in meals and 
housing as fifty or more guests spent the three days in Palmer, 


Just prior to Presbytery, the,minister participated in the Church Officer 
Training session in Anchorage, In the Fall of 1958 the first session for the 
church's officers and interested members was held at King's Lake Camp, Not 
only was there a good turnout of about twenty, but the remarks following the 
evening megting indicated the enthusiasm and benefits resulting from the 
occasion, “o give more members of the congregation same awareness of what a 
training session is, the minister took the program at a monthly meeting of the 
Women's group and presented much of the material used with the officers, Even 
though it was not possible to use it without some limitation, due to the church's 
form of government, it g.ve opportunity to show the benefits of such government 


and the limitations imposed on a church that attempts to run efficiently without 
a well-defined constitution and identification, 


The women's group of the church has gone, or is going through, an interesting 
phase, The younger women of the church, not able to attend or not desiring to 
attend the afternoon meeting, where the older women of the church spend a good 


part of the time on business matters, efancine ep began an evening circle, We 
were careful to guide this as an “evening circle" of the “omen's Association, 


rather than as a separate organization, Although the full relationship is not 
Clear as yet, it is hoped that the two may, in the next year, be thought of as 
two circles with a representative council responsible for the business, or 
meeting quarterly «s a Combined group, rather than perpetuating the idea of 
the older women as a "Ladies' Aid" and the younger women as a "Bible study", 


The minister and his wife were active in the summer church Capp work, 


me 


serving as co-directors for the two weeks of me ppomieeaye Sele Geb It was 
felt that the three camps Ciunion. jr. high and sr. high)were excellent this year 


due largely to a fine staff and capable deans, One of the highlights of the 
senior high camp was the visit of a missionary and young native from Thailand, 


membership drive, This year a system of membership booklets were distributed 
to users and others to encourage participation by more in the camp development, 


In addition to the church officer training session locally in the fall of 


ee ee 


information gained by the pastor for helping his members, but the attendance 
on Worldewide Communion Sunday so exceeded the number anticipated that the “ders 
had to leave during the service to prepare additional elements, 


Another encouraging developmertt. has been the continuing support of the 
majority of church officers in the development of a stable and consistent program, 
This was not only evident in their support of the training session am visitation 
week, but evident in their actions and attitude at both Session and Council meeting s 
when items of importance to the youth program were discussed, Actions were taken 


to support the youth leaders in their efforts to provide a program consistent 


= 
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with Christian growth and recreation, The Council volunteered to put action on their 
records supporting decisions of the Session, 


In terms of the physical plant, most of the work this year has gone into the mans®, 
Two of the church s S, S, rooms have been painted, some new equipment added, an intercom 
system connected from pulpit to nursery and steps taken to renovate the steep, ngarrow 
stairway to the sr, high classroom above the superintendent's office on which three 


havefalle§ this past year, one resulting in a cracked rib, (Liability insurance has 
also been added), 


In the manse, after a representative committee recommended that the exisiting 
mansé be renovated for more comfort-ble living rather than used for “hrisitian 
Ed, purposes and a new manse built, extensive renovation began, A new heating 
system has been installed, to replace/ the limited, obsolete furnace and grate,<¥ 
the narrow, steep upstairs hallway has been replaced with one safe for children and 
guests. Adequate closet space is now being constructed in the bedroom and new 
cabinets added in the kitchen, Trustees and members have expressed their appreciation 
for the initiative afd’ plans suggested and a number of the church men have done 
much of the work, By the end of this year the basic renovating will be done although 
the surface appearance of walls and ceilings has needed and will need doing over. 


The commnity situation has changed a little, Palmer's main streets arenow 
paved and seve:al new businesses added, “he population continues Loar slowly but 
steadily. the churches, every minister who waS serving in Palmer,” is Since left, 
except myself, New ministers are in almost every church although one or two remain 
without ministers, A new young minister in the Lutheran church next-door has 
resulted in a number of the "visiting" Lutheran families returning there, 


The year, for the most part, has been rewarding and encouraging, There are 
two areas where this has not been true, One is in the area of financial support, 
There is no severe problem here, but evidently, despite increased membership in 
the church, the curtailment of giving which began last year during the "recession" 
is continuing. Giving has not increased proportionately with membership so that 
we may not fully reach our 1958 budget, qlthough we max will certainly meet every 
necessary obligation, The return of some to the Lutheran Church may have affected 
this somewhat, also, 


The second area is that of personal relationships within the church, Due partly 
to the move toward Presbyterianism and the ultra-conservative background of some 
who are actually more sympathetic to the Church of God type of thought, there has 
been both some outspoken criticism and some dropping away. This is to be expected 
if the church is to identify itself more specifically, The other alternative is 
to attempt tdnake every, appy by refraining from the encouragement of Presby, 
materials and governm or by compromising with whet one feels are necessary 
convictions in terms of a healthy, mature, “hristian view of life, Both the 
Session and Council have encouraged the avoidance of the latter choice, recognizing 
that we may lose some members of families but feeling that we will be in a healthier 
and happier state to continue our present programming and presentation, The coming 
year thus promises to bring some interesting and,perhaps,a few disturbing experiences, 
‘But basically the church situation is a healthy and harmonious one, 1958 has been 
a year in which both church and minister have grown and have realized there is still 
much to learn and to do, 


Bertram H, ®utan 
Minister 


ec: The Rev, Brian Sleworth 
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Petersburg, Alaska 


PRESBYTERY 
fost of the first part of 1958 was spent in preparation for 
the Presbytery meeting which was held in April at Petersbur 
While this was a big task for our people, the general result 
was toward growth. Our people were forced to take on more re- 
sponsibility than ever before. People came out to show hidden 
Talents which can be used to an advantage in the general program 
of the church. Our people were forced to go out into the com- 
munity to seek help and this acted somewhat es an outreach for 
the church. Ry £35 


The community responded to the need for housing and supplied 
Some of the meals. Some of the other churches in Petersburg also 


the strength and work of our church. 


helped. 
p ( Generally speaking, this brought the community and the. 
4 | church closer together, Many people in town began to realize 


STATEHOOD: 

Almost everyone was thrilled at the prospects of Alaska 
becoming a State. Some people have doubts and fears, and I am 
sure that there will be some unsettled times during the transi- 
tion period. However, most of the opposition has been among 
the older people who hate changes and the younger people are 
now stepping out to assume leadership. 


was held, and the clergy were asked to partiéipate. 


AL When Statehood was voted by Congress, a local celebration 
Statehood has already brought new leadership in Petersburg 
through the Chamber of Commerce and city government. These 
| young and energetic people should change our town as we have 
been under the leadership of the older, stayd Norwegian people 
. for too long. Petersburg is becoming more mixed every year as 
to nationality and otherfpeople are taking over the leadership 
as the Norwegian tends to be reactionary. ; 
Most Alaskans feel that there will not be a big surge in 
population growth due to Statehood. It is more likely that 
AE the population will grow steadily as more new industry moves 
tn to provide the employment. The Church must anticipate this 
growth and be ready to meet it. 


Some of the politicians running for office in the State 
government were in Petersbirg recently and attended one of our 
Family Night potluck suppers. This was a good opportunity to 
bring out the leadership our church has always taken in govern- 


ment. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: 


This summer our main street was paved and added a great 
deal to the development of the twwn. Several of the stores 
and businesses are remodeling, and the downtown area is be- 


coming more attractive. he filled area along the waterfront 
has been leveled off and invites development. 


Work has now begun on a 7 mile extension of the Mitkof 
Highway which will take our road to the Wrangell side of this 
island. A dock is proposed at the end of the road and then 
people can make a half hour boat trip to Wrangell. This is 
one more link in the proposed ferry which will connect the 
towns of S. HE. Alaska. This road is also one more step closer 
to the Stikine Highway which will connect Petersburg to the 


oe 


Canadian road system.” 


Although the growth of this area is slow and the fishing 


* * . * , arene’ 
industry is very low, logging is gradually 


Soh RA GO ES TN promising Tor wining, fishing, pulp.and... 
tourism. — inane A penta Bs Lp 
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Six years ago we had better law enforcement than we have 
today, and the school administration had a better moral quality. 
Several people inltown are alarmed at the conditions, and I ex- 
pect a change in admintbttration if these conditions continue. 


MORAL CONDITIONS: 


The local ministerial association has tried to correct 
these conditions through constructive means. People are 


with several people in 
towm. The Ministerial Association now has invocations at 
Chamber of Commerce, the Town Council,mectings, and the P.T.A. 


The church continues to become more established all the 

me, but growth is slow. Over the Last Six yéars which we have 
served here, 49 new membérs have come into the church to show a 
goin of only 7 new._members. Due to the transient populatio 

we heave to take in seven times the number of people who stay. 
However, from now on, the growth will be more rapid because we 
have had to lay the ground-work and now peoplé Imow us and are 
taking more responsibility in the church. 


Sim years ago there seemed to be an open o osition to the 
churches in town. Woday people are more friendly and as this 
opposition bontinues to break down more peoplé Will be coming 
into relationship with Christ. 


ss 
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At the present time we have several people who want to 
transfer their letters to our church. They may have lived 
here 1 to 3 years, but just nww are desiring membership. 
However, most of our membership has been gained one at a time 
through personal eontact of counselling or ministering to a 
family in trouble or sorrow. Some of these people have come 
only after years of proyer and contact with them. As this 
small spiritual core grows, more people will see Christ 
through the lives of others and come to His salvation. 


Respectfull submitted: 


ted by 
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NARRATIVE OF WORK 1958 


It is certainly difficult to describe or evaluate the work done in the Railbelt Church 
during 1958. A good part of the time has been spent by the pastor in getting to know 

the parish and becoming adjusted to Alaska. 

The pestor arrived in Alaska on February 13 and was made welcome by the two ministers of 
Fairbanks, John Stokes and Victor Alfsen. He was escorted to the heart of the field by 

Mr Stokes and formally introduced to the parish by Presbytery on March 1] at a service in 

the Suntrana Chapel. 

The work soon fell into a loose pattern, that was interrupted by Presbytery affairs and 

the chicken pox, but for the most part went like this. There were services at three points 
every Sunday: Usibelli on “unday morning, Suntrana on “unday afternoon, and Healy on Sunday 
evecing. Every other week there would be a service at McKinley Park on Monday night and one 
at Summit on Tuesday nights. Other time was devoted to visiting the remoter sections of 

the Railbelt. On the average there would be in attendance at Usibelli 5-6, “untrana 15-20, 
Healy 0-5, McKinly 10-12, and Summit 4-6. 

With the coming of summer and thechange of train schedule the services were altered some. 

One service was held for the two communities of Usibelli and Suntrana. With the exception 

of the Sacrament of the Lord's “upper on one occasion, no services were held at McKinley 
because of the ministry there sponsored by the National Council of Churches. The annual 
church picnic was held at McKinley Park and turned out for some to be quite a brawl. A 

Daily Vacation Church School was held at Suntrana and Healy and directed by Miss Louise 
Avery who was on her way from Savoonga to the States. the pastor participated in two youth 
camps and a family camp during the summer. He had a very small part in some of the improve- 
ments to the Hospitality House during the year. 

The church school has been strenghtened. At Suntrana there are now classes for the Nursery, 
Kindergarten, Primary, Junior, and Junior High ages. An adult class taught by the pastor 

has met every week with about 4 or 5 in attendance. Services will soon be resumed at Usibelli 
where there will also be an adult class. There are 8 young people at Usibelli and Church 
School is provided for them. ‘here is no ¢hurch school at Healy. Fatith and Life material 

is sent to the families along the railroad to be used in the home with the children. Presby- 
terian Life and Today are distributed regularly. 

There are several Extra work trains and B & B gangs on the railroad. “he ministry to them 
this year has been very informal, with a few of them attending services when near Healy. 

The future of the Railbelt should be good. But in the immediate year not much developement 
has been made at the mines or on the railroad. “he coal contracts were reduced and two mines 
went out of business and the remaining two were cut down. The railroad is cutting back service 
in an effort to make itself pay. But a road into McKinley Park promises more activity there. 
++ And the $250,000,000 anti missle site being bullt by the government at Ylear will bring activity 
(there. Barracks are now being built for 800 men. Now there are about 150 men, only three 
families, at the site and the pastor has made several cails there and has been received cordially 
‘It is clear that the people of the Railbelt need the redemption offered by the gospel of 
Christ. §ome of them realize it. Most of them dont. ‘This then is the_job--to present that 
gospel with sincerkty and simplicity that they might see and believe. To this the pastor 

is dedicated. Lord help him. a 

He would like to publicly express his gratitude to his family who know the story of this 

work that cant never be written, and who are indeed a great part of that stoyy; to the good 
fellowship enjoyed by the ministers 66 presbytery; xkm to the frendsbhip and encouragement of 
Dr Jackman and all the workers in the office at 156, and to the unknown members of Christ's 
Church whose concern gives strength to this worker. 


Vase Paps 


Joseph E Heckel 
Minister, Railbelt Church 
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Nurtnas Bhe development of our Spenard Areaiin 1958 
has been quite similar to that of 1957. Again many new individ- 
ual homes have been constructed and new residential areas have 
been built and most of the homes filled. Although this has meant 
an increase in numbers of the population with in the area served 

by the church, in many instances it has simply meant a moving of 

, a family from one location to another. Even though this would 
bring these new families within our area,they have not changed 
church affiliation. Of course this has also meant though that 
there are new families to contact. The moving population contin- 
ues to change as service personnel come and-go. Too, this moving 
population is a large part of our community. We are happy though 

. hat more and more families are coming in on a permanent basis. 
This influence fs 6vident in the development of the Spenard busi- 
ness area. Many of the downtown stores are locating branches in 
the Spenard area. They have now started a beautiful new million 
dollar shopping center. In addition to the increased development 
in the business area we also have three new churches organizing 
within the immediate area. They are the Catholic, Methodist and 
off-shoot branch of the Methodist. So we find our church still 
in the center of a steadily growing community. 

This year our church has made real progress in 

4 the development of its own organizations. Our church has continued 

to grow inspite of the fact that this year: we have put our main el-— 
phasis on developing what we already have. By the end of the year 

A ’ we will have taken in 25 new members. The men of the Session have 
) been most dedicated to their positions and have tried to fuifill 

their duties to the best of their abilities. They have upheld and 
aided their pastor in all of hisefforts. The deacons made a big 
step forward when they organized themselves into a zone plan of 
responsibility. The entire area served by the church was divided 

| into four quarters with two deacons in charge of each quarter. With 

this visitation program the deacons have been most faithful in per- 
| forming many other tasks of the church program. 

The challenge of our large church school and the 
lack of participation on the larger part of the congregation in our 
church program made us feel that we should reexamine our_selves as 
to our purpose in this community and how effectively we were reach - 
ing that goal. The results have been most heart warming. Our 
church school has been completely reorganized. We now have a general 
superintendent and a department head for each department. We lack 
only about one teacher for each department, of meeting the needed 
number. Our regular teacher*s'meeting with opportunities for guidsa 
ance and training are most evident in the way each department is now 
being run. It is a real thrill toSee the way each department isset- 
up and ready for the youngipeople. Our teachers are doing an excell- 
ent job and yet we realize there is still much more for us to accol- 


plish. 
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This past September each organization and department in 
the church was asked to choose one or two representatives who would 
be authorized to speak for its respective group. Fach organization 
was asked to re-evaluate its pirpose for being a part of the church 
program and be ready to make a report through its representative. 
The second Saturday in September we met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Francis Graham for a yearly planning meeting. We opened with a dev- 
otional period including a message on the importance of understand- 
ing ourpart in the church program and acting accordingly. Each per- 
son than gave an evaluation of their respective group and told of 
proposed future plans. A general discussion then followed centered 
on these reports. We recessed for a sack lunch with a delicious 
dessert supplied by our hostess. Following lunch we met and planned 
the calendar of events for the coming year, September 1958 - August 
1959, This meeting has been an inspiration to the general program 
of the church and we are already reaping results. ries 

One of the encouraging accomplishments this year has been 
the progress under the direction of our trustees made in meeting our 
financial obligations, We feel that we will meet our 10% for benevo- 
lence by the end of the year. We have very definitely made progress 
in paying our financial burden and should come out this year closer 
to fulfilling our budget than ever before. In the proposed budget 
for the coming year a definite sten forward has been made in assum- 
ing more of the pastor's expenses. 

As has been mentioned tefore we are more than happy with 
the development of our ghurch school. We, too, as many other churbh- 
es, are having the problem of making parents realize the importance 
of regular attendance. We are still using the double session of 
church school with the exception of the Junior, Junior High, and 
Senior High Departments, running concurrently with the morning ser- 
vices. This year our Westminster Fellowship department has been 
divided into two separate groups. Mr. and Mrs. George Gustafson are 
sponsors of the Junior High and Miss Frances Jones and Mr. Gail Gra- 
ham assisted by the pastor are sponsoring the Senior High. As a re- 
sult our program is much more vital and the number of young people 
attending has increased. 

Both the Women's Organization and tuhe Presbyterian Men_ 
have put more consecreted effort into the planning of their meetings 
so that they are vital to all who attend. The membership in both 
groups has included new names. 

During the month of January and February we had one of he 
the outstanding programs of the church year. This was our Schodl of 
Missions in which we spent two Wednesdays evenings studying Japan and 
the last two Wednesday evenings were spent in studying "Christ, the 
Church and Race." Two of the outstanding events of the school were 
the Oriental potluck supper and the singing of the all Negro choir 
from one of our local churches who were our guests on the last eve- 
ning. It was heart warming to see the way the church members past- 
icipated in the World Day of Prayer and One Great Hour of Sharing. 
Inspiration was received by all as we saw the filmstrip "The Long 
Stride." W, had our usual series of events for Holy Week, includin g 
candle light Communion Service on Maundy Thursday and the cantata 
on Good Friday evening. We again cooperated with the Faith Baptist 
Church for our Sunrise Service. 


i 


WOODLAND PARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH NOV 3 4955 


Tmmediately following Faster was our Spring Presbytery. 
This was highlighted by the opportunity of listening to and getting 


to Know a man like pur past moderator, Dr. Martin. 
In May we celebrated Family Week by cancelling all church 
engagements excepting Family night and encouraged each family to 


spend each night together. At our family night potluck supper we 
used a wonderful film entitled "The Bible on the Table". The month 
of June was highlighted by our Baily Vacation Bible School at which 
we had an average attendance of over 100. The summer season was 
highlighted by our Junior, Junior High, Senior High Camps for the 
month of August. Our church was well represented and*had the priv- 
ilege of being counsellor and teacher at both camps. Our fall sea- 
sons is a busy one which includes our Preaching Mission, Thanks- 
giving service with Faith Presbyterian, Faith Baptist and our church 
cooperating. The Christmas season promises to be a full,inspiring 
and happy one. NPT aite, me ORR a a8 

One of the outstanding inspirational developments of the 
year has been the progress and enlargements of our Chancel Choir and 
Junior Choirs This has a@ded greatly to our worship services each 
Sunday as well as other special occasions. 
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Matthew 28: 19=20 


" Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and-of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, to the close of the age," 


PASTOR'S REPORT 


This December 14 the date of our Annual Congregational Meeting is 
also the fourth anniversary of the coming of my family and myself to 
be pastor of this church, I feel that ‘during these four years our’ 
church has made great strides toward the goal of meeting the challenge 
of this community. We have grown spiritually and physically. The re- 
sponse to,the pledges and the keeping of these pledges shows that te 
are aware of and striving to meet our financial responsibilities, Our 
church officers have been most sincere in performing their duties and 
this is most deeply appreciated as well as vital to our church program. 
True to the significance of our Presbyterian form of organization this 
progress is not due to any one person or group of persons but to the 
members of our church who having consecrated themselves as followers 
of Jesus Christ are willing to assume their individual responsibilities 
as Christians. The success of our church as an organization repres- 
enting Jesus Christ depends on upon each of its members. The oppor 
tunity for bringing others to Christ in the area served by this church 
is tremendous. Each one of you is needed in the program ‘of this church, 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of my family and 

myself to thank each member and friend of this church for the support 
you have given the pastor and his family these past four years. It is 
my Sincere prayer for our church that together under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit we will even more vigorously accept the challenge of 
Jesus Christ when he said,"lhat repentance and forgiveness of sins 
Should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning from Jeru- 
salem, you are my witnesses of these things." Let us replace the. 
word Jerusalem with the name of our own community, Spenard, . 


Ralph H. Weeks, Pastor 


SESSION REPORT 


The year 1958 which is now coming to a close again showed a steady 
growth in the membership of the Woodland Park Presbyterian Church 
We have accepted this year a total of oe new members and have Lost 
10 members by resignation or transfer, leaving us with a new gain of .- 

fo members. This brings our present enrolled membership to be si 

his is an increase of course, but when considered in comparison with 

the total growth of the area during this past year, it represents 
perhaps only a normal proportionate growth in relation to the popu- 
Lation increase and should be taken by us, not in a sense of well be- 
ing and self appreciation, but rather in a sense that, as a congrega- 
tion. as a whole, we are very likely not measuring up to the standards 
set by pur Lord. Remember the story of the talents given to the three 
servants to take care of during their master's absence, Only one ser- 


vant of the three had mor talents.to return to his matter upon his re- 


turn. Which servant have we been} As an active church we should show 
a greater mémbership growth than our normal proportion of the popula- 
tion increase, else we have not properly taken care of the talents 
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out Master left us to take care of for Him, The séssion Sanda 
thank all of the members of the congregation who have taken such an 
active part in the activities of our church during the past year and 
all who have been so liberal. with their contributions that we have 
been able to meet our 1958 budget and to substantially reduce some of 
our long standing financial obligations. We aleo wish to remind our 
members that money is not everything and that a dispreportionately 
small portion of our people are carrying the lion's share of the work 
and the responsibility of running our church. We need a resurgence of 
the early Christian spirit when all of the church members vied with 
eachother for the Pivilege of doing the church work, each aecording 
to his own abilities, This church needs willing workers more than 


s4% 


anything else right now and we as church officers appeal to every mem- | 


her: to offer their services in whatever field they have ability for 
the advancement of our Father's business, ey aa | 

If you look about you, knowing who the active few are, you will 
realize that they are just as busy and have just as little spare time 
as.you doe But you will notice if you watch, and they will tell you 
if you ask them, that they are happy in their work and are well repaid 
for their efforts. Wny don't you take on a job, ton, no matter how 
small, and see what your return is after you have cast you loaf on 
the waterse | : é | 
Acting Clerk of Session, 


_y Fred Yenney,.s 
Ralph H, Weeks, Moderator : ; i : 
Ray Arnold Bill Plett 


Ed Bantz AS, | Paul Rohwer 
Murray Olson : Hubert Sickmann 


DEACON'S REPORT 


During 1958 the Deacon's held regular monthly meetings. They 
planned and sponsured the reception for new members. The Communion 
table was prepared by the Deacons at each Communion service, A pro- 
gram of greeting’ all who attend services before and after the service 
has been inaugurated with a Deacon attending the Guest book. During 
the Thanksgiving ‘season the Deacon's Pantry was used to provide 4 
families with food, A similar program is anticipated, for Christmas 
time. A blood bank is organized and kept current by the Pastor s, 
secretary. This affords swift contact: for donors of specific blood 
types to all members and friends. May we add your name, blood type 
and phone number to the bank? — | ; y : 

The Spenard area has been divided into four sections for visita- 
tion purposes. All Deacons have been assigned to work within a spec- 
ific area and report nearly 100% coverage in visiting members and 
friend s of the Church. It is hoped that the number of Deacons can 
be increased to make the program even better. : 

We hope that all of you will help in extending a warm welcome to 
all who come to worship with us. ; ! hs nis 


Peter Van Kommer, Chairman Polly Harris, Secretary 
Patricia Yenney.. © (i) (ed LOLS PRiLt ips 
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The board of trustees hes. the duties of mainteining the physical ash eet 
plant and secing to the. financial matters in our lohwrich Mig ak Lh Nee a ee 
Maintenance of the physical plant id done in whole or | art. bast Fe ee 
volunteer workers from the church and haa ineluded re-roofing thew na eye 
Sunday School, leveling and ‘grading | around the church. Other maine 
tenance. projects completed were hooking up to a water system, instal- 7) 
ling a new cesspool at the manse aes We REP ERE Ldawptatity system in. 
the Sunday school wing, VE a etait 
“Lacking in maintenance are ‘many: Jeane teh ‘numerous ba mention, 
but several projects urgently needing attention are: siding of: the» 
Sunday School, covering floors in the church and Sunday School, roof-_ 
“Eng ther kitchen, choir. room,» boiler room section and painting almost 
everything, i 
Red int Uineesholow svg Pe LEE nearly. meet. our Madeeo- of 822, 000. 00. eas 
we neglected to add an itam of $2000. 00. for benevolence, this. item ai 
will be met and for the first. wane we will be giving 10% to. benevo- 
lence. We also. will. have reduced the anOunty OF outstanding eae 
by approximately 2000 ,00 5 oe nee Ca an 
In the propesed pudeet for 1959. we took: over ‘hale? of the poubisane. 9 
SPawen wat responsibilites that will have to be’ faced. ED), 1960 when we ies 
become self supporting. The only amount. which we will now receive Uae eae ae 
from outside sources is $1, 080. 00 which the National. Hose si aehimna’ we op te 
_ contributes whee naa Pastor! S$ Se aatee 


eM 


“Arthur Anderson, President: ae ie 


Elton i comay ‘Sez eter: a or “Lloyd Sealkee ore ON ei 
My Ohéever. Proudtoot. oui on “Haney mierarte ye et ae 
be Raymond Bllis, peas se hs. NS ‘Charles: Mead | aa eae 


‘Your trustees. Prove the | following budget for 1959: inet Me eke Any cage Nh 
Our World Mission — Pee ae ae ae 
Ps Na te DA church Benaveionnes including he ae AU eye gterae eaa 
One Great Hour Of Sharing. bgt ie oe ie te ot east a er tee ins 
ie h of PuGEeS) items) _ a 82,3 235 00. Serie a as 

; a “Subtotal: 92, 235. 00. ay amet thy 
1 A ie Soe ae Ae ee Ce ek RD 

our istorkt Ministry eg ann hilar: 4 ene 
OR CRE A SRP GA OS I 8 800. Oo ele fats 
Travel Expense We ne “60 00 NG ata 
<s Furlough ROS SPV SEE Maid BEEN AN Rea 3406 00. erg, es 
* Mease Utilities: Oe Ree eR: 800. 00 - ee 
Pension Fund | ans Ret, Y : ne a 


Pulpit: Supply : aha 
- Mortgage peer on hanse_ 
RECO S: bowen 


Qur Worship and Service 

Choir ae ribet 
‘Printing and Office Supplies 
Postage 
Office Secretary 
Nursery Expense 
Per Capita Tax pinkie ge 
Subtotal: $2,745.00 


Our Christian Education 


Sunday School 

Other Literature and Advertisin 

Young People's Program ine 
Subtotal: $3,503.00 


Qur Church Home 


Bond Retirement 

Loan Payments to National Board 

Building Repairs and Improvements 
nsurance 

Fuel(excluding manse) 

Other Utilities 

Janitor and Supplies 

Snow removal 
Contingency Fund 


Subtotal: $8,775.00 


~ ¢ 


 # 300,00 


250.00 
150,00 
1,200.00 
570 00 
75-200 


pe, 000.00 
1,000.00 
500,00 


2 405.00 
2,500.00 
“600.00 
1, 520,00 
700,00 
709.00 
100,00 

. 390,00 


$2h, 585.00 
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-TREASURER'S REPORT. 


“January as acai ph Adiciaah 30, “1958 | 
sen mae 
a RW ae: 


Bank pared 12/31/57 
Total Receipts 1737/38-12/30/38 


Less Expenditures i) : # 
Balance in / Rank 11/30/58 ew ek 
benaineet 


Our World Mission © 
enevolence | 


Our Pastoral Ministry 
* Sabary: 
Manse Utilities 


(Less 192. Ob Personal : 


Phone) 
Pension Fund > 
Pulpit Supply Fund 
Mortgage payments on mange 
Deacon's Fund aah 


Qur Worship and perveCe! ay - 
~~ Choir and Masse CEA 
Printing and Office Suppliss 
Postage . 

Office Keereeany | Sy Ne ke 
Nursery Expense iad ae Ne 
Fer Capita Tax 


Bue Ghedatian: Education é 
“Sunday Schoo an 
Other Literature and Adver= 

tising ms ne 
ne People's” program 


Our Church Home 

“Bond Retirement eee 
Loan Payments to. Natl Bae i 
Buiiding Improvements : 
Insurance , Och 
Fuel(excluding mange) 
Other UG iors i na a 

. Janitor and Supplies — | 
Snow Removal : Pee ak 

Delinquent !5% Bills. MW) ; ue 
rienare hs es Fund A shctind ng 
| Oe Tere 
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Budget Estimate 


goes 


2200.00, 


850.00 
nee cae 


105.00). 
OOO COO Ge ek 
SNGOOLIO! 

600,00 
ee a 4 
A ROSOO NT Pe.) 
‘7OOs IO he a 
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— xponded 
36 


3600, 00 
ee VkeT7 


* 455.49 
- a7itoy ue 
cas has ae 


We ee 
) 199.02 
i \EOPWOR ae 


550,00 


Re BD 
71255. 00 he 
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CHRISTIAN pOUSATION REPORT 


}* ] 
Aronian. sieete ae 4 , Pe > 


The Church School was reorganized | in ‘Septembort he an sare mene 


of 225 children end the following. Department Heads and Teachers: ) 


Nursery - Mrs, Richard Brown Pesala obrdiien, wie ey 
Kindsrearten Mr. Witbur Prete. 5 / ee ee 
Primary - Mrs. Hubert Sickmann __ ies abner ea. 

Junior ~ Mr, Richard Brown if 

Junior High - Mrs, William Reynolds 

Senior High - Mrs, Ralph Weeks Ke yf 


“gi 


The Department. Heads: and Weachers meet ‘tbe last’ Sunday of eae 
month with a high: percentage of attendance, We, of the Christiankd- | 
ucation Committee, Mrs, Edward Bamtz, Mr. Wilbur Plett, Mrs, Don Grif- 
fith and Mr, Fred Yenney, and Rev, Ralph H. Weeks and the the Church 


School Staff are striving to bring Jesus Christ closer to our children — 


so that their natural choice will be Jesus Christ, 

"Do your best to present yourself — 

to God as one approved, a workman 

who has no need to be ashamed, i: 

rightly De iter yin the word of truth, in 
| ma Timothy Pep Gs Tk 


Mrs. Edward C. Banas 
) Syperintendent of the 
oe pease School - 


The Faith and Life Curriculum is. ee teed in our (Choeeb School - 
with the Gospel Light material being used in the Nursery Department, 
Our Pe ae are divided into Nursery for 3 year olds; ;Kindergarten 
for 4,.& 5 year olds; Primary for first, second and third grades; 7 
Junior for fourth, fifth and sixth grades} Junior High, seventh end > 
eighth grades and Senior: High, ninth, tenth, eae and. Sak sear 
grades. 

The Adult Department met during the second session. eo Chureh bated: 
this summer, Then so few attended that it was discontinued. Daily 
Vacation Bible School was held during the first two weeks in dune 
with the departments. of Kindergarten. through Junior High, The: ters | 
ing program was held during the school session on the last day 
stead of an evening program, The Bible School offering was Ae his 


‘and was sent to'Sheldon Jackson Se Res fox their Arotic Travel 


Fund, The life of Jesus was studied. 

The Church Leadership school was held the week following the ‘elos= 
ing of Public School at the First Presbyterian Church, giving the — 
teachers wonderful ass istance and inspiration Fors Bible School. 

Our summer session was sadly depleted of students. and teachers 
with so many being away for the summer months.s “Primary and Kinder-~ 


garten Departments were combined on many Sundays under ‘the direction : ae 


of Mrs. Hubert Sickmann. . 

, The closing of summer fused our church: school and. staff in need » 
of new ideas and much more help. Through a plea: from the pulpit eat 
prayer and serious thought by each church member, our. ehurch school 
has been reorgenized and a fine. staff is now servings ° and the 


Lord's answer to our aah cia: an exceeds: all that. was. asked or thoughts : 


(Mrs. Ae ‘Hy Reese By 
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NURSERY DEPARTMENT UA ENS Sah 1 Bing Mi ‘is 
The 9;30 session has’ an average attendance of 7 or 38 Sat ibe Sty 
enrollment of 10. Mrs. Pearl .Smock, with Kristen Nel son as assistant, 


is doing excellent work with these’ children as any parents of child» 


ren in this class well know, The 11 6'clock session is a difficult 
group to teach because some Sundays there are only one or two child- 
ren.cand the next Sunday there might be 7 or 8, but 3 is the average 
out. of an enrollment of approximately 7. As a result, teacher plan- 
ning is. very difficult ‘end at. times very. discouraging. For this rea- 


son specially, I greatly appreciate the work of Mrs. Barbara Anderson ~ 
with this group. Both Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Smock have great ability 


to adapt the suggested program to the group with which they are work- 
ing. We are fortunate to have them on our Sunday. School staff. — 

We are striving to get a ‘bulletin board system set up to our 
sakisfaction so both session ean display their work, We also need 


to get the toys and phy itams cleaned, discarding the old and batter- ~ 


ed and obtaining new items; also we need as storage place for the 
_ toys and books. \The hour session is divided into three periods?: 
ls. play or get-acquainted time when the child is left to his own 
discretion what’ he would like to do: play with cars, blocks, dolls — 
and tea parties, read books, play puzzles, model clay or talk to the 
teachers 2, "church" period” which acquaints the child with worship; 
(and 3.6 Activity time which, in effect, is an attempt to interpret 
with hand work what has just been learned in the worship period. 

Any Woodland Park Presbyterian parents of a three year who are 
not bringing their child to one vr the other of these session are de- 
priving their child of the foundation of his church life and perhaps 
are standing in the way of his full development of character and per~ 
sonality, We enjoy teaching these children and feel that here is 
the nursery we are laying the groundwork of their lives because 
for most it is their first association with ™" church" and friends | 
other than family and neighbors. Have you thought of the nursery 
this way or have you been thinking of it where the little ones go 
to make them feel Sunday School size? 

Three year olds have a way of displaying their knowledge, pro- 
gress and result of nursery work at home in their conversation and 
plays Any expression of a child's reference to his Sunday School 
work, favorable or unfavorable, by the parents to the tr&chers or 


myself is appreciated DEC RSe in this May ‘we lwarn the effectiveness | 


of /our entails 
Mrs. Hi onava As Ae iy 


ee) OS onde Head. 


‘KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT 


The enrollment is 49, first session 21 and eueaue session. 28, The. 
teachers are Susan Gustafson, Janet Griffith, Mrs. Richard Albers, 
Miss C_roline Weeks and Mrs. Warren Engdall. Our study this year 
hese oi hbase at Wie Byaeel in (church, eb oy the home and in She com— 


munity e 


Mrs. Wilbur: Plett | 
UE hae Head 
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~ PRIMARY. DEPARTMENT 


The phinaoe Sane ace of He ‘Noodland' ip woe ‘Breen een ae! Hohiteh evs 
studied The Life of Jesus this past years, In October we began. our” fan 
study of The Bible, An attempt was made for all. teachers to have ee 
least a months vacation during the summer vacation, At present. Phe Gc cen 
enrollment at the 9:30 session is 90 with 3 teachers and one helpers. 
The 11:00 session has 35 children with two te sachers. We feel that 
we could increase the enrollrenh at the ad 00° session with. the: ase ise 54) \a 
tance of another teacher, —. Sia 

The teachers are Mrs. Ray Uamnety Teen Walter Santa ‘Mas Jo Ann OT hee 
Bantz, Mrs, Earl Dooper and Mrs, Fred Yenneye The department wants to 
thank the ured baclanite Sag LOK peeing our benches : and Serecns. SIM Te Pita th aden op 2 


ba Hubert Sickmann. ae Ri eeu Tecty 

Se uhcunes Head AT Vets een 5 aoa 

- JUNTOR DEPAR MENT met : y ae | 

In GAptenber of this year a new ‘teaching maphod was Snednhed: ree Pas 


the Junior Department, The basic change is toward unified teaching OG 
of all students at the same time, thus: closely rere e their — Pay 


grade school experiance, i 
The first 15 minutes is ‘committee time where we. go oe ‘into Den 
subjects in small groups. Then follows a short worship es eae Se 8 Tae 
ned and executed by the students with the guidance of ther adviser. < if 
and following the pattern in the quarterly. The dast_ re minutes GL ee 
are used to present the lesson,. *h 5 eM aa ae 
~We have had an enrollment of ‘epproxinately 55 with peak attend- hee 
ance of LS, : ge SG: Greate eek pate RE Hi Bir Oe “rs 5 (eco 
Qur teachers are: arn ny area Re ee Or ey poe Lil 
LeRoy Nierstheinor aU OU ce di a Race VS 
Bill Plett Es os OS a A cas ON ghee 
: | Hoe iG C4 Sanders” eae ane Ay eae 
: “Richard Brown, Depts feaa | | 2 AS arte 
one on our sta ff is Oey Mead who. as the organ for. our worship ree a 
service and guides a Cone pete Ne OG ie SCH os rene 
. “Mr, Dick Svowac oe anh Oe ae 
| “Departnant Head Ree Cag ore caver 
Fri ie eat BRE fie UNE Hae OP WS) 
, a - SUNTBR _HIGH DEPARTMENT ES PGC aa me 
rae . + PORN! ML 

During the. yoan 1958 the vines High Department t ined class of ibis 


seventh and eighth graders) has been meeting in the chapel with Mrs. EN ae 
Louise Reynolds as the teacher, At the beginning of the year there aes 
“were 19 pupils enrolled. During the summer months there was a sharp 
decrease in attendance to an. cMadaa: Oe melas pe lesa lamin 
attendance gradually increased ie fe igh te 


high aati: class. Nine’ pants 
the Pelee 3 eee be Noid cate 


i ppregeclons wh CORR ach ‘ 

Ee i ‘Since October Mrs, Bernard Martin. 
Net particularly in bagigextsaeste reasons for 
het ee hem, to Meche aE i sr mt | 


: “This. age pa ee oe ene year ae 1 ee atic ioe 
George Gustafson. The last quarter Mrs. eee we 
and Life curriculum material OEte ree. by Rei ir 


oe our high Behabk. ‘students. ond, to. chal 
and in making: decisions of tapes heal 
The purpose of the senior high gro 
young people into. this group and through. p! 
to develop our understanding of Christia : 
witnesses for Christa muti a A . aes 
The member, .ship of the ‘clase has, not Teveuuaa as 
could or “should. We would like to. project. for ur ain 
year the enrollment in our group ‘of all senior hig 
are members. or rane: of sourachur el L ‘ 


family. 


x 


—aDuLT ) BIBLE CLuss 


"On Sina: evenings ab. 6: 00. pm in. the 
meeting for bible study. Our clas ss 
of the Old Testament. We have Paya by rer 
and expect to start the. book Of. Joshua in . 
have benefitted greatly from. this cours he 
to attend, We are using a study. guidebook 
study group end is not to be confused wi et 
oe (class. — ain Gomme Dok US. 


ais irs, Nows. Mout 
Oe eee Mr. Hubert. spehmane 
We Ds Duis and ue Tea Ne 


i Sedeaarae iL 


of the church and to grow spiritually to fulfill the purpose stated ie? 


review of the marriage ceremony with the wives 
proeraiis at.) oN ee iis Les 
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The Women's Association of the Woodland Pa 


Presidentl- “arian Hah Me bg et Kr Saihiled Pe et on Ca 
Vice President - Bernice Jerde 9 Hh ap pg RR 
Secretary-Treasurer - Pegzy Sieber’ 


Progrant Ghairman « Arbyee Doll VO nl nem ee 


oad 
y \ 


‘World Service Chairman-+Polly Harrie =. 2)" hea 
‘Fellowship: Chairman) ~ Eli em Rohwerin yy hwo ese 
Nominating Committee ~- Jean Cass, Chairman — 
ADU SUC TD GMC eae Mau ARE Di Wa iS AILS TLS ML Ga od ata Po anan nt 
| : Martha Proudfoot | 
oa | ‘Circle: Chairman: .' Audrey Wi é6mant i. 6" sear aN ek 
- Total membership was 28 with an average attendance of 10 members. = 
at the Association meetings. We held 10 executive board meetings, 12 = 
association meetings. and 11 circle meetings; one circle meeting in the Bae 
afternoon and one in the evening. Fur approgimately 6 months a third = 
circle met in the morning while there was a need for a morning groupe ce 
The study book, "Meet Dr. Luke was used at the Circles with our = 
pastor Rev. Ralph Weeks conducting the study. The program guide for ~ . 
the Women's Association was "Thine Is the Kingdom and the Glorye"” = = = = 
A total budget of $776.80 was adoptede Total Income was $572.172 
Special offerings given were Summer offering $48.45, Fellowship of = = == 
the Least Coin $1.21 and benevolence of $300,00. An honorary member=- = 
ship was presented to: Marian arly iy ea ee anG ie fe ee peas la Bes 
Our purpose is to further the work of the Kingdom of God by unit-< 
ing the women of the Presbyterian Church in spiritual fellowship with: == _ 
a program of education, service, prayer and giving. The primary em- 
phasis shall be upon the wide work of the Presbyterian Church as pro- 
moted throught the Boards of National Missions, Foreign Missions and — 
Christian Education. TGA Sita 1d atic net RG YAEL Sy SIRT en A RA ergy 
Our aim is to grow in membership to include all the women members — 


# 


OA ae 


above, each of us as individuals accepting the challenge of every f 
opportunity for Christian witnessing. — ies) SE Shs MCE Medea 


*S 


as 


This group met on the ist and 3rd monday of each month until = 


the month of October, At that time it was voted to have the meetings 


month, These meetings are held for the specific purpose of Christian 
nuture.. The program for these manthly fellowship meetings is planned ~- 


Bi TARE ing sal ces i eo ing of the National Council of Presby- — 
recordings made at spring meeting of the National tie Rope tier kong 
terian Men, Other programs now planned are a Bible wokkshop and a 


i \9 
Mar 


Aut 


i 1) ae 7 ‘ . ihe t as we Ls 7 ? i : f 
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During the year this group sponsored two joint meetings of all the 
Presbyterian men from the four churches iin the Anchorage area, One of ° 
these was held during the spring meeting of the Presbytery of the Yukon 
and the other during the October Evangelistic Preaching Mission. 

Several work projects were carried out during the year by the men's 
fellowship in conjunction with other organizations of the church. Among 
these projects were ushering at all church worship services, complete- 
ly refinishing the Church School roof and set up for and clean-up af- 
ter the fall church fund raising dinner. : 

Among the projects planned during the coming year is the sending 
of a representative to the regional meeting of Presbyterian Men . 

_ Due to the amount of advance planning and the type of study now 
being carried on by the group, each man attending has received much 
in the way of spiritual help: through Christian fellowship. 


Le Roy Niegstheimer, President Edward Bantz, Tresaurer 7 
Harry Mead, Vice President Wilbur Plett, Program Chairman 
Hubert Sickamn, Secrevgry.’ : 


SCHOOL OF MISSIONS 1958 -1959 


Our Foreign Mission Field for 1958 was Japan. A Japanese Festival 
Potluck was well attended; filmstrips and discussions on’dJapan were 
held, The National Missions sessions were well attended,, This 
school of missions was held in January and February. 

We kicked off the Foreign Field "The Middle East" for 1959 
in November 1958 with a potluck and film, An excellent talk accompan- 
ied with slides by Mrs. Norma Hoyt was presented for the second sess- 
ion. 
: Our National Mission school for 1959 will be held in January 
with emphasis on the theme "What we are doing in our own state", 


Hubert A. Sickmann 
Sommittee Chairman 


FUND RAISING DINNER 


This year instead of having an annual bazaar it was decided to 
have an all church affair centered around a church supper, Any or- 
ganization desiring could have a booth along the side lines, Proceeds 
from the supper would go to the church fund but proceeds from the 
booths would go to the sponsoring organization, All organizations 
were assigned specific duties in teking care of the dinner. This 
proved to be a most successful affair. Bach group did their part and 
over three hundred plates of excellent Italian spghetti were served. 
The total profit to the church fund was $303.15. 
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"Our purpose as we inite in Westminster fellowship is to become 
Such complete disciples of Christ thet we will discover God's will 
for our lives and’ do it, ‘Therefore: We commit ourselves’ to. Christ « 
ana purposes %o acquire a dynamic faith hhrough Christian experience, 
worship, and study. We dedicate our lives to the’ éxpression of. this 
faith Sy word and deed, seeking to work with those of like purpose — 
end inviting others to join with 'us in building today for a Christien 
WOTLG 5° mie a | Miss 

Sae dunior High Fellowship through . program and fellowship are 
striving to better understand our Westminster) purpose and to try to 
finds Sout siwihl an our, Lives, i Pa, Biden ae he 

Dering toe fall organizgarional meetings the following officers 
were elected: Janet Bantz, Moderator; Eric Engdall, Vice Moderator; 
Kay Holland, Stated Clerk, The Junior High Westminster Fellowship 
had a beautiful and impressive candlelisht installation service plan- 
ned by our Pastor, the Reverand Ralph H, Weeks, © he a IV CN IRAE 

We have been fortunate’: in naving such speakers as Mr, Dean Lewis 
speek on."Personal Evangelism". and Dr, and Mrs.-Sandidand tell of - 
their work in Africa, as well as the visiting ministers of our Spirit- 
ual. Emphasis Week, Dr. Lawrence Fisher end Rev. Floyd Ewalt. During 
this week the Junior High Westminster Fellowship group joined the — 
young people from other churches to help form the youth choir on the 
Pinak ine chs. RAS f 2 ao 


We have been growing steadily in number and have 29 enrolled at be 


the present time, 


- Mr.and Mrs. George Gustafson 
| advisers a 


- SENIOR HIGH WESTMINSTER FELLOWSHIP — 


Moderator ~ Kristen Nelson  ~ 
Vice Moderator - Priscilla Norton 
Stated Clerk - Susan Gustafson _ : URE tat BY 

We are organized with +: five commissioners, each of whom will 
present a program in the area of his commission during the year. The 
five commissions are : Faith, Witness; Fellowship, Outreach,and 
Citizenship, 3 ea sas by 

We meet on Sunday evening from 6:00 to 8:00 pm in the little ~~ 
chapel, Jis one of our projects we have spearhcaded Youth Budget. An= 
other of our projects for the year is placing of selections from 
the four Gospels’ in several languages in the lobby of the Internation~- 
al Airport, Our hope is that passengers from foreign countries who 


“stop at the airport will feel free to take these Gospel selections 


and through them know that the hand ‘of Christian fellowship is reach- 
ing out to them, We hope to redecorate the Little chapel as another 
project and make it a Westminster Fellowship worship center. 


«/Frances:.Jones .' 
Galas Ora heme) 4 

- Ralph H. Weekss 
eG Sponsors’ “| 
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The Junior Choir was reorgantzed this fall under the diveotdot of 
Miss Frances Jones, We meet each Satruday morning at 9:30. We have 
sung for a Sunday service and for the Union Thanksgiving servite at 
Faith Baptist Church, We will be participating with the Chancel 
Choir in the Christmas Cantata and plan to’ sing for other serWices 
during the year. The choir is open to students from third through 
ninth grade, | ) ey 


Miss Frances Jones, 
Director 


CHANCEL CHOIR REFORT 


The Chacel Choir began the 1957-58 season with eight regular mem 
bers plus the organist and conductor, 

Today there are wighteen regular members with: a possible three 
more by the first of the year and with this group, we think it pose 
sible to render some very beautiful and worthwhile music in the fute 
wre. The choir has been singing for twwe Sunday worship services but 
generally remain only for the anthem for the sedond service. 

The organ has become a very fine instrument since the addition 
of extra speaking equipment and is now abhi bees for the job it must 
do. 


The aim of the group and of each member for the coming year is to. 


bring our talents and voices to the worship serviees and ee "make 
a joyful noise unto the Lond): 


David iis Beclwn, 
Conductor 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
January 1, 1958 to December 51, 1958 


Bank Balance 12/31/57 


Total Reteipts V7 yees 18/31/58 


Less Expenditures 


Expenditures 


Qur World Mission 
Benevolence 


Our Pastoral Ministry 
~ Salary 
Manse Utilities 
(Less 200.84 Personal 
Phone Calls) 
Pension Fund 
Pulpit Supply Fund 
Mortgage payments on manse 
Deacon's Fund 


Our Worship and Service 
~ Choir and Music 


Printing and Office Suppl. 
Postage 

Office Secretary 

Nursery Expense 

Per Capita 


r Christian Education 
Pe aeraad School 
Other Literature & 
Advertising 
Young People's Program 


le 


Qur Ghurch Home 
Bond Ketiremant 
Loan Payments to Natl. Bd. 
Building Improvements 
Insurance 
Fuel(excluding manse) 
Other Utilities 
Janitor and Supplies 
Snow remaval 
Delinquent '57 Bills 


Contingency Fund (including 


building repatrs 


OSB Te ie 
22,067%22 
23,054.94 


22,694.92 
360.02 
Budget Estimate 


2,000.00 


3,600.00 
720.00 


600,00 
50,00 
1,750.00 
50.00 


300,00 
150.00 
100,00 
600,00 
520,00 
175.00 


2,2000,00 


850,00 
500.00 


1,405.00 
600. 00 
1, 500,00 
‘600,00 
1, 520,00 
760; 00 
700 .00 
150,00 
2,000.00 


600.00 
&2h<.000,00 


Expended 
2,000.00 


3,600.00 
1,046.85 


496,80 
65.00 


Lid Le 0k 


19.230 


292670 
210.92 


173.07 


600,00 
538.50 
155.00 


1,803.67 
1, 160,83 
26466 


i 4 Ol « 00 


1,223. 387 


8.0 
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we Department of Work in /laska . “?" 
Spat Board of National Missions es 
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Ulgunik Preshyterian Chawch 
AT 
WAINWRIGHT, ALASKA 
REV. ROY AHMAOGAK WALTER NAYAKIK 
MISSIONARY-PASTOR CLERK OF SESSION 


October 2), 1958 


DAVID PANIK 
ORGANIST 


Annual Narrative for year 1958 
To The Rev. Je Earl Jackman, D. D. Dept. of Work in Alaska 156 Fifth Ave, New Ye 


Year ago this month we finally got the new manse partially finished so we could 
move into it and we have occupied it ever since. But we had to go without elec- 
tricity all winter long and not until this last August did we get a diesel light 
plant. During the summer we did some additional work on the new manse both on the 
outside and interior. Wife and I sealed the bottom around the building with build- 
ing paper and lumber around the foundations since there was opening all around the 
building under the floor. One reason for freezing water when spilled on the floor 
or mopping it in dead winter. We are already noticing the difference the enclosure 
around the bottom has made since we built it. Also, as we have stated in our pre- 
vious reports the new manse received its first coat of paint in the interior. The 
exterior was stained two years, rather little more than a year agoe Also, as we 
have stated we are enjoying the electricity in the new manse,. The church proper 
has not been without electricity all this time as the old light plant is still 
furnishing it for the church and the old manse. The diesel plant we purchased from 
Mr. Paul Matumeak of Barrow is indeed economical and very satisfactory and needs 
very little attention. As to the old manse, we did some repair work on it but 
was not able to finish it due to lack of help and time. However, we managed to 
tear down the partitions on the half length of the building, making one room of 
three former rooms but left the other two rooms as they ard. I have made number 

of remarks about the work I would like to have done on the old manse and what we 
would like to use it for if it could be completed by way of repair. But I have 

had no response. It is hard to get voluntary work done as most of the men are 

most always hustling, hunting, coaling due to no employment in the village. Some 
can stick to a job if paid, but other wise its hard to get help. Going back to 
the report on the old manse, we also repaired the roofing paper on its roof. In 
time I think it is necessary that new roof be supplied, probably aluminum roofing. 
T find that the ground changes its shape in the summer and then when it freezes 

in winter and because the old manse is on the surface with no foundation to the 
permafrost it moves with the ground and rips the malthoid roofing paper on the 
roof in time, which is harmful to the interior when water and rain leaks through 
these torn places. During the summer we patched all the holes and tears that were 
visible. This also happens to the church building proper as it is also covered 
with malthoid roofing paper. Then too, sometimes the wind will tear strips of 
roofing paper off the roof. The church too should be aluminum roof covered. One 
sorely need of this Mission is a storage place for ice for summer use. If there 
were means to take care of the expense of digging an underground cellar we could 
have it made but very doubtful on voluntary servicess T have tried to talk into 
some of the boys for the pay of old tractor but have RU"Ene willing to work for 
it so far. I have not given up hopes yet though of finding someone, The old 
engine on the old tractor will have to be replaced by the person that gets it. 

The station wagon is indispensable. It is our only means of hauling water in 
summer when our ice supply is exhausted, like this summer, and for hauling 

beach coal when we sack them along the beach following a storm when the coal is 
washed up on the beache Going along the beach with the station wagon we have sacked 
about six or more tons of coal between myself and my wife and with some help from 
one or two of the boys at different times, this summer. We have also used the 
station wagon when the river freezes in the winter, hauling loads of coal from 
the mines up the river. We also use it for hauling ice water in the winter times, 
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We have also used it for hauling drift wood for firewood when we could not get 
coale We have also used the station wagon for a trip to Barrow once last 

Maye As I think about the many uses of the station wagon I wonder sometimes if 
it might not of been better if we had bought a small caterpillar tractor rather 
than the station wagon for the various types of work we are using the wagone 
Whether it is a wagon or something else it is indeed indispensable for a Missione 


About the village, there has been no employment for two or three years now for 
majority of the men here. Only two from the village are employed at the Sites 

This month there was some work at the ANS school but only three were employed 
doing repair work on the school building, such as painting, replacing old chimneys 
with new, and some remodeling in the interior. Majority of the men are hunting 
for the sustenance. There has been no walrus caught to speak of, no whales, 

poor sealing, but quite a few ugzuks caught, perhaps 20 or more. Four bulugas 
were also bhaughte The main supply of meat for the village have been, the caribou. 
On his hunting trip my son brought home a nine foot brown bear, something not 
often gotten here. There have been a good fishing too for the village. both before 
and after freeze upe Number of times, some of our village folks have been taken 
into the hospital at Barrow. But the average health condition of the village 

have been normale At this writing we have all done our ice cutting for the winter 
and summer usee Piles of ice hawe been piled along the edge of the ice pondy 
three miles from the village. 


Regarding the spiritual side and our church activities, we are striving to cont~ 
tinue to go forward, and to grow in the knowledge of God and His love. For the year, 
we have followed the Plan Book regarding special day observances, and suggested 
Bible Book for each monthe We find this very helpful to our people and we have 
also given out a wwanslated yun foreach Beas for the people to learn. Just & 
recently Weir and I installed a gadget so we or rather I could broadcast our 

daily devotion to all the radio listeners in the village. Also quite a few of 


— uname ere a 


our sermons and church services have been recorded and sent out to different 
places, like Barrow, Barter Islande Many of the individuals here and Barrow 

and at Barter Island are not writing letters anymore but are sending recorded 
tapes to their friends and to us personally sometimes. All seem to enjoy this 
more than receiving a letter. This is how some of our sermons and church sing- 
ing are sent out elsewhere. Sometimes we receive words of appreciation for 

what has been recorded during our church services from other places. Early in 
the year, prior to Easter, we organized a Committee on Evangelism and we have 
held our monthly meetings for prayer and report on the work for the past monthe 
We also have our monthly Session Meetings, and also our Monthly Deacon's meeting. 
Our activities from day to day and from week to week are being carried out thro- 
out the year to the best of our abilitye We are wining some young people for 
Christ but still have others to win yet. At this writing we have announced 

that our Communicant classes will begin first of next monthe As usual, we hold 
and observe the Lord's Supper every quarter. We have had some reinstated members 
received by re-affirmation during the year. During the past year also, some 
of our people have been returned from sanatoriums, and it seems that some of them 
have received spiritual help and their faith strengthened through their illness. 
For example, when one of these patients returned home this last August, first 
thing he did was to come to churche He had not been inside of our church for 
more than fifteen years, though Aypone of the church over 25 or 30 yearse 

When I asked him after welcoming from the pulpit, I asked him if he had any 
message for us from elsewhere or from his own heart, he came forward and gave 
his testimony. He was at the Tacoma Indian Hospital and was operated on there. 
He said, that first, he carried Data to ge Rigeee! gk to the Session, and 
to all the peole of the village from “he Reve Walter Johnsone ye said that he 
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got acquainted with the Rev. Johnson there at the hospital, which he also had 
contact with when Rev. Johnson was here as our visiting Minister, last yeare 
He had asked him to convey his greetings to us here at Wainwright and also at 
Barrowe Then he began to tell about the experience he went through during his 
time at the hospital. He said that at times, one's own spirit gets pretty low 
and lonely sometimes, such an experience only those who have had the experience 
of being patient at the 5an can understand. Others cannot understand the condi- 
ion fullye But in such a time, something reminds you that people at home, in 
the church, and at the Chapel hour are holding you up to the throne of grace, 
through prayer and you are comfortede He also said, I never did fully appreci- 
ated the effects of prayer before my experience in the hospital. Now "I know 
that prayer is like a phone to God, and it reaches Him" and we are helped. 
He also attended the Chapel services down there which Rev. Johnson holds every 
weeke He has also said that he translated two hymns which he thought might be 
of help to those in need like he had when he was in the hospital. But he has 
not yet delivered them, but will later if we remind him of it. 
We held our week of Spiritual Emphasis this past week, although we did not have 
a visiting “inister. To our surprise the Lord provided the _Reve Don Webster, 
of the Wycliffe's translators for the first two night services in which I 
invited him to preache We all enjoyed his messages. He spend Monday and Tuesday 
and had to return by Wednesday's plane to Barrow. We did some planning about 
working on the translation of the Bible, and did quite a bit on recording 
of our eskimo language, late into the night while he was here. We enjoyed his 
stay whth use He plans on coming back, now that he feels he is on the track or 
the will of God for him, He will ef ther rent a hduse or set up a quonsot hut 
sometime in the near future, according to what he told mee A little more about 
our week of Spiritual Emphasise Our Committee on Evangelism met every other 
night for special prayer on the nightly services for the weeke We feel confi- 
dent that the Holy Spirit is at work in the heart of some people. There were no 
definite commitments during thesex Services but up to that time during the 
month nine had expressed their desire to either be reinstated and some to accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour for the first time. So we are 
working with our people for Evangelizeing not just during that one week of Spirit- 
ual Emphasis but throughout the year. May we ask for your prayers. 
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Girst Presbyterian Church . an 


Alaska Oldest Protestant Churh 
Wrangell, Alaska 


REV. DONALD A. SCHWAB, PAsTOR 

ANNUAL NARRATIVE 
In spite of many minor economic upsets in Wrangell during 

the year, anda very poor fishing season, the church has made 
definite progress, both in its reaching new people, and in the 
intrest of the members themselves. For the first time since 
my coming we have a sufficient staff of teachers for our 
Sunday School, and we can now begin to adequately take care of 
the job of Christian Education. There is an increased willing- 
ness on the part of our people to take jobs of leadership, and to 
participate in activities. We were able to organize and keep 
going an active Westminster fellowship among the Junior High group; 


and I have also started a High School class of young people in 


Sunday School, which we have been unable to do for the past several 
years. Interest is very very good in both. The two women's 
groups, native and white, have formed a United Presbyterian 


Women's Organization during the year. The men have taken an active 
interest in fixing up the church, and wa have had several hundred 
man/hours of work done in clearing the underbrush back of the 
church, and fixing up our lot; in repairing the church roof; 

and have given the church a much needed paint job. 

There has been increased giving on the part of many of the 
people in the church. We have lost several very active members, 
both by death, and by moving away. This affects not only the 
leadership but our financial status. We have about 140 on the 


membership roll---~-~but actually have only about 80 of these who 
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are resident members. 


Economically the town is dependent upon a fishing and a lumber 
economy. Fishing was very very mediochre, and altho there has 
been an increase in the shrimp industry, much of the catch is 
being processed by machines, which means that they are taking 
more of the small shrimp, and there may be a danger of depleting 
the shrimp beds. Many of the fishermen did not make enough to 
pay off their debts and keep going. 

The lumber mill has been a major means of keeping the town 
going with the sawing of about 30 million board feet of lumber. 
However late in October the forest service has ruled that the 
lumber must be "processed" by being cut to smaller dimensions or 
they will not renew the cutting permit for 1959. The mill exports 
much of its lumber to Japan, and the foreign market is for large 
dimension lumber, and they cannot operate economically if they are 
compelled to cut the lumber into the smaller sizes. There has 
been a 60 day reprieve, but to date the mill has not placed any 
orders for the million dollars worth of logs needed for next year. 
The economy of not only Wrangell, but many of the logging areas 
are affected. When one ship carrying 3 million board ft of lumber 
brings in a $35,000 longshore payroll into town one can see how 
easily this will adversely affect the town. While the Wrangell 
Chamber of Commerce, and several of our public territorial officials 
are doing what they can to iron out the difficulty, one cannot venture 
to predict the outcome. But there is a big possibility that the 
townsawmill will close dwwn, or move to Sitka in connection with 


their pwk pulp mill. 


